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OPIOIDS IN ENGLAND:

CO-CODAMOL

277 items per
1,000 population

@ 6% over10years
O 2% over past year

DEATHS 67 DEATHS 178

Although prescriptions
have fallen recently, there is
growing concern about

addiction to over-the-counter
co-codamol (see page 338).

Despite a 20% increase in opioid prescriptions per 1,000 population
over the past decade, there are signs that a US-style opioid
epidemic may have been averted.
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CODEINE BUPRENORPHINE

86 items per

124 items per 89 items per
1,000 population 1,000 population
@ 26% over10 years @ 174% over 10 years
O 7% over past year @ 3% over past year

Since its reclassification as a
controlled drug in 2014,
tramadol prescriptions have
decreased and annual deaths
have fallen from a peak of 231.
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DEATHS 1,080

(includes diamorphine deaths)

the highest number of
opioid-related deaths
in England.

1,000 population 1,000 population
@ 81% over 10 years @ 273% over 10 years
@ 2% over past year @ 3% overpastyear |
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DEATHS 148

Morphine and diamorphine
together are responsible for

Prescriptions for codeine
have almost doubled over the
past decade, and deaths have

increased by 164% over the
same period.

Data based on number of items dispensed in the community
gland 2007-2017

* Source: NHS Digital and Office for National Statistics.
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Prescriptions for
buprenorphine have
increased dramatically
since patches became

available in the mid-2000s.
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CHANGING DEMOGRAPHICS AND HABITS OF OPIOID MISUSERS
‘While there are signs that opioid addiction is decreasing, the demographics and habits
of opioid users presenting to drug treatment services are changing.
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CO-DYDRAMOL DIHYDROCODEINE OXYCODONE FENTANYL @
38 items per 31items per 31items per 22 items per
1,000 population 1,000 population 1,000 population 1,000 population l |
@ 54% over 10 years © 28% over 10 years @ 216% over 10 years @ 68% over 10 years I<
@ 10% over past year © 4% over past year @ 6% over past year © 4% over past year

Opioid consumption
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times higher than
it is in the UK.
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Prescriptions for Prescriptions for Availability of a generic Although fentanyl A T
co-dydramol continue to fall, dihydrocodeine have form of Oxycontin from prescriptions have fallen, deaths —t € B S
but recent approvals of higher been steadily 2012 may explain the rise in have increased, reflecting its ———————————1
strength products decreasing over the prescriptions for this prominence as anillicit drug and Source: International Narcotios
may impact this trend . past decade. strong analgesic . its ease of overdose. Control Board. Data from 2016-2017

Prescriptions
start to fall

Prescription items have
increased by 20% over
10 years. However, a
recent study found a
49% increase when
opioid strength is taken
into account. Numbers
have now begun to fall.

Source: NHS Digital and Office for National Statistics. Based on number of items dispensed in the community in England
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Source: NHS Digital. Includes admissions for poisoning, and mental and behavioural disorders, for prescription and illicit opioid use Source: Office for National Statistics. Includes prescription and illicit use
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