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ECOMING A PHARMACIST: IN NUMB:

The path to becoming part of the profession can be a rocky one for some. Here are an aspiring pharmacist’s
chances at each stage of the process, based on the best available data. Would you make it now?

DAWN CONNELLY

APPLYING FOR
THE MPHARM

Students at school or college can apply for up to five different degree courses each
year via the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service process, so, for example,

20,000 applications equates to around 4,000 prospective students. The vast majority (at least 86%)

The offer rate of 64% for MPharm courses has been consistent over recent years but 2 of students who start the MPharm
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Number of students obtaining a place via clearing has increased since 2015-2016 2014 2015 2015 201é 2016 2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020t
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2014-2015 659

2015-2016 527

2016-2017 643 The proportion of new year 1 MPharm students

2017-2018 655 *Data for students who graduated who graduate four years later has fallen from

2018-2019 685 L 20T v sttt VAL 92% in 2014-2015 to 86% in 2018-2019.
202020 891 Overall, there is a 12-percentage-point gap between the proportion of white students getting

a higher (first or upper second class) degree and their black, Asian and minority ethnic

Applying through clearing — a system universities use to fill spaces on courses at the
counterparts, but this varies between schools of pharmacy from 37% to -5%.

end of the academic year — avoids multiple open days and means students only apply
to schools they have the grades for. Students can also “trade up” via clearing after
doing better than predicted in their examinations.

The majority of MPharm graduates go on
to start prereregistration training*

*This calculation assumes equal numbers defer
preregistration training each year
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" Between 72% and 86% of UK
MPharm graduates pass the
GPhC REGISTRATION Percentage of UK MPharm graduates that registration assessment each year
passed the registration assessment each year
® Pharmacists have a two-year window in which to join between 2015 and 2019

the reglster after assine the reglstratlon assessment. . Sat in June . Sat in September . Passed in June . Passed in September

® In 2020, preregistration trainees were allowed to join
a provisional register because the registration

assessment was delayed owing to the coronavirus The registration
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® Hospital trainees, females, those aged 25 years and pandemio.

under, and those training in Scotland, had higher pass
rates in the 2019 June assessment.

e There is wide van.atlon in pass rates between 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
graduates from different schools of pharmacy,
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ranging from 47% to 93% in June 2019. At least 2,500 UK graduates join the GPhC register each year*

® Around 61% of black-African trainees passed in June T _ 2,662
2019, compared with 91% of white British trainees.
A 2016 GPhC investigation suggested this could be 2016 2808
because many black-African candidates are mature by ey
or overseas students, and because some experience 2018 2,797
bias and prejudice. 2019 2772

2020 I 240"

*1 August to 31 July. 2,388 UK graduates joined the provisional register and 18 UK graduates joined the register in 2020.



